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\

FOR RELEASE SUNDAY, JULY k

The University of Montana Museum offers an educational step into history for
vacationers stopping in Missoula this summer.
The museum pieces include furniture, firearms, Indian artifacts, china,
glassware, kitchen equipment, clothing, an Indian teepee, the bar and fixtures
from an early Wisdom, Montana, saloon, Marcus Daly’s bedroom set and the piano from
the first governor's mansion in Helena.
One phase of American history is represented in the recently added collection
of uniforms, documents, photographs and personal effects of the late Lt. Gen. Frank
W. Milburn.

The collection, -which traces the military career of the Army general,

was placed in the museum by Milburn’s widow.
Milburn's military career spanned three wars--World War I, World War II and
the Korean War.

From 1926 to 1931 he was a professor of military science and

tactics and coach of football and baseball at the University of Montana.

Following

his retirement from the Army in 1952 he returned to the University where he served
as director of athletics for one year and then was military coordinator for the
University Departments of Military and Air Science from 1953 to 195^Milburn, a 19lU West Point graduate, was an infantry officer in Panama during
World War I.

He commanded the

83rd Infantry Division from its reactivation in

19^2 until December, 19^3, when he was advanced to command of the 21st Corps,
which he headed until the end of World War II in Europe.
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For a time in 19^-5 he commanded the U. S. Seventh Army during the absence of
Gen. Patch and commanded the 23rd Corps in Germany and the Fifth Corps in the
United States in 19^+5 and 19^-6.
He returned to Europe in June, 19^-6, to command the First Infantry Division
and the First Military District, which included about two-thirds of the U. S. zone
in Germany.

He was deputy commander and acting commander of all U. S. Army forces

in Europe in 19^-9 and 1950.
In his post-war command, Milburn supervised welfare and repatriation of dis
placed persons, rebuilding of highways and communications systems, restoration of
sanitation, re-education of German youth and the furtherance of friendly relations
with German nationals.
In 1950 he was transferred to command the U.S. First Corps in Korea and was
with the corps when United Nations forces cracked the "iron triangle."

He also twice

served as interim commander of the Eighth Army in Korea.
Gen. Milburn's many decorations are part of the collection in the University
Museum.

His decorations included the Distinguished Service Medal (in Europe and

Korea), the Legion of Merit, the Silver Star (once in Europe and twice in Korea)
and the Bronze Star.

Several nations, including France, Great Britain, Thailand,

USSR, Luxemburg and Korea also honored the general.
When Milburn retired after

38 years of military service, Gen. Matthew Ridgway

praised his service in Korea in a personal letter to Milburn.

Ridgway also asked

that the letter be put in Milburn's permanent military file.
The letter, headed "Dear Shrimp," a nickname he had acquired at West Point,
i

said in part:
"In high-principled integrity, loyalty and devotion to duty; in personal
i

courage, cheerfulness and steadfast coolness and composure under adversity; in
professional competence, tactical skill and selfless, considerate, personal
(more)
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leadership, your service -was superior.

You have made a great contribution to our

national military effort at a time of great, if not of critical importance to our
nation."
When Milburn resigned he was offered executive posts in industry but the
Indiana native preferred to return to Missoula vhich he had called home since
joining the University staff in 1926.
Milburn died in Missoula in October,

1962. Mrs. Milburn, -who before her mar

riage -was a captain vith the Army Signal Corps, recently left for Korea to vork
■with the Army.
The University Museum in the Fine Arts Building is open to the public from
3 to 5 p.m., Monday through Thursday and from 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. on Sunday,
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CUT A
MUSEUM PIECES--Momentos of L t . Gen. Frank W. Milburn's military career have been
placed in the University of Montana Museum in the Fine Arts Building on the Missoula
campus.

The collection placed in the museum by Mrs. Milburn, traces World War I,

World War II and the Korean War.

(Cyrile Van Duser photo)

CUT B
HONOURABLE ORDER OF THE BATH--Great Britain vas among nations honoring Lt. Gen.
Frank W. Milburn for his military service.

Gary Burden and Kent Price, student

employees of the University Museum in Missoula, examine the British medal and
accompanying proclamation presented to Milburn in 1955*
by Queen Elizabeth.

The proclamation is signed

(Cyrile Van Duser photo)

CUT C
GIFT OF KOREAN PRESIDENT--A mother-of-pearl inlaid box and greeting, vhich are
included in the University Museum exhibit were presented to Lt. Gen. Frank W.
Milburn by Syngman Rhee of South Korea.

Milburn served as commander of the U.S.

First Corps and tvice as interim commander of the Eighth Army during the Korean
War.

(Cyrile Van Duser photo)
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